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I.  INTRODUCTION 


In  1982,  the  provincial  government  established  specific  policy 
direction  for  the  conservation  of  better  agricultural  lands.  The  Alberta 
Planning  Board  instructed  regional  planning  commissions  to  provide  for 
the  conservation  of  better  lands  by  defining,  for  the  guidance  of  their 
member  municipalities,  criteria  for  identifying  these  lands.  Individual 
municipalities  have  been  given  regulatory  authority  to  identify  and 
protect  better  agricultural  lands  for  uses  related  to  agriculture.  This 
approach  provides  for  general  policy  direction  from  regional  planning 
commissions  while  allowing  municipalities  an  expanded,  flexible  role 
for  local  planning  and  policy  implementation  through  detailed  regulatory 
instruments  such  as  land  use  bylaws.  With  most  land  use  decisions  and 
conflicts  now  made  or  resolved  at  the  local  level,  municipalities  have 
assumed  the  earlier  role  of  planning  commissions  in  controlling  local 
planning  functions.  However,  responsibility  for  land  use  issues  ulti- 
mately lies  with  the  province,  and  therefore,  it  is  useful  to  periodi- 
cally review  agricultural  land  conservation  regulations  established  by 
the  provinces  rural  municipalities.  The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to 
examine  variations  in  municipal  land  use  regulations  and  to  assess  their 
influence  on  agriculture. 


II.  DESCRIPTION  OF  STUDY  AREA 


Alberta  is  organized  into  ten  regional  planning  commissions  and  an 
area  administered  by  Municipal  Affairs  covering  the  north  east  portion  of 
the  province.  These  regional  planning  areas  each  encompass  a portion  of 
land  containing  several  rural  municipalities  (figure  1) . For  purposes  of 
this  study,  municipalities  have  been  grouped  according  to  the  regional 
planning  area  they  fall  under.  As  such,  results  are  presented  by  the 
following  areas: 

Battle  River  Regional  Planning  Area 
Calgary  Regional  Planning  Area 
Edmonton  Metropolitan  Regional  Planning  Area 
Mackenzie  Regional  Planning  Area 
Municipal  Affairs  Planning  Area 
Oldman  River  Regional  Planning  Area 
Palliser  Regional  Planning  Area 
Red  Deer  Regional  Planning  Area 
Southeast  Alberta  Regional  Planning  Area 
South  Peace  Regional  Planning  Area 
Yellowhead  Regional  Planning  Area 
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III.  METHODS 


A detailed  review  of  agricultural  land  use  policies  and  regulations 
was  completed  for  64  municipalities . The  most  recent  general  municipal 

plans  and  land  use  bylaws  (including  amendments)  in  place  as  of  April  30, 
1987  were  received  directly  from  the  municipalities  and  examined.  Sub- 
sequent amendments  to  statutory  documents  are  not  reflected  in  this 
review . Following  completion  of  the  review,  draft  results  were  forwarded 
to  the  respective  municipality  for  comments. 

From  this  detailed  bylaw  review,  selected  agricultural  land  use 
regulations  were  compiled  for  each  municipality  (where  available) 
including  the  following: 

(1)  DEFINITION  OF  BETTER  AGRICULTURAL  LANDS: 

Better  agricultural  lands  are  usually  identified  using 
the  Canada  Land  Inventory  (CLI)  rating  for  agricultural  capability  and/or 
the  rural  farmland  assessment  (RFA) . Canada  Land  Inventory  groups 
mineral  soils  into  seven  classes  according  to  their  potential  and  limita- 
tions for  growing  agricultural  crops.  The  CLI  system  is  based  on  climate, 
soil  and  landscape  limitations  and  the  degree  of  those  limitations.  CLI 
is  useful  at  a broad  scale,  and  municipalities  use  it  to  identify  lands 
with  highest  capability  for  sustained  annual  production  of  cultivated 
crops  (CLI  1-3)  and  potentially  arable  lands  (CLI  4)  . Farmland  assess- 
ment is  an  agricultural  productivity  rating  supplied  by  municipal  assess- 
ment offices  for  cultivated  lands.  The  rating  is  at  a detailed  scale 
with  assessments  carried  out  at  the  quarter  section  level.  Land  is 
assessed  on  the  basis  of  topography,  stoniness  and  various  soil  factors. 
Ratings  are  expressed  as  a percentage  of  productivity  relative  to  the 
best  farmland  in  Alberta  which  is  rated  at  100  percent.  For  comparative 
purposes,  arable  agricultural  lands  rated  1 through  3 by  CLI  have  a RFA 
rating  of  approximately  100  to  41  percent. 

(2)  FIRST  PARCEL  OUT  PROVISION: 

a)  Universcil  Right  - the  separation  of  a single  developed 
residential  parcel  from  an  unsubdivided  quarter  section  is  considered  by 
the  Alberta  Government  to  be  a universal  right  available  to  landowners 
across  the  province.  Regional  plans  and  municipal  statutory  documents 
must  make  provisions  for  this  universal  right. 

b)  Option  - in  accordance  with  Planning  Board  policy, 
regional  plans  must  also  make  provisions  for  the  separation  of  a single 
undeveloped  residential  parcel  from  an  unsubdivided  quarter  section  as  an 
addition  to  the  universal  right.  As  such,  this  "option"  allows  a land- 
owner  to  separate  either  a developed  or  undeveloped  residential  parcel 
from  an  unsubdivided  quarter  section  (less  restrictive) . The  "option" 
operates  only  if  permitted  in  the  general  municipal  plan  or  land  use 
bylaw  of  the  municipality. 


3 


(3)  MINIMUM  DISTANCE  SEPARATION  RESTRICTIONS: 

Alberta  Agriculture,  in  conjunction  with  Alberta  Environ- 
ment, have  established  a minimum  distance  separation  (MDS)  formula  for 
calculating  separation  distances  between  potentially  conflicting  land 
uses  such  as  intensive  livestock  operations  and  country  residences.  MDS 
is  a site  specific  isolation  distance  based  on  the  size  and  type  of  the 
livestock  operation  and  the  nature  of  the  non-agricultural  neighbour. 
For  .maximum  effectiveness,  it  should  be  appli.ed  to  both  intensive 
livestock  operations  and  encroaching  country  residences.  Although 
incorporation  of  the  MDS  formula  into  bylaws  does  not  give  the  munici- 
palities siting  jurisdiction  over  the  Health  Regulations,  it  does  give 
them  greater  regulatory  control  over  site  planning. 

(4)  MINIMUM  PARCEL  SIZE  FOR  EXTENSIVE  AGRICULTURE: 

Historically,  the  quarter  section  has  been  the  minimum 
parcel  size  for  extensive  agricultural  activities  in  Alberta.  However, 
there  is  an  increasing  demand  for  the  subdivision  of  quarter  sections 
into  80  acre  parcels.  The  Alberta  Planning  Board  does  not  make  it 
mandatory  for  regional  plans  to  set  a minimum  parcel  size  for  agricul- 
ture; thus,  this  decision  lies  with  the  municipality. 


(5)  AGRICULTURAL  SMALLHOLDINGS : 

Municipalities  must  also  decide  if  they  will  allow  small 
agricultural  holdings.  There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  smallholdings 
20  or  40  acres  in  size,  particularly  around  urban  centres.  These  small- 
holdings are  intended  for  small  scale  agricultural  pursuits,  usually  in 
association  with  country  residences. 


Land  use  regulations  compiled  for  each  municipality  are  presented 
by  regional  planning  area  in  the  following  results  section.  This  section 
is  organized  as  follows: 

(1)  Selected  agricultural  policies  in  place  in  the  regional 
plan.  These  policies  are  general  in  nature  and  guide  member  municipali- 
ties in  their  establishment  of  land  use  regulations.  Municipal  Affairs 
planning  area  is  not  required  by  the  Alberta  Planning  Board  to  have  a 
regional  plan;  thus,  agricultural  policies  are  not  available  for  this 
area. 


(2)  A map  illustrating  the  planning  area  boundary  and  member 
municipalities . 

(3)  Table  summarizing  the  agricultural  land  use  regulations  of 
the  member  municipalities. 


The  detailed  bylaw  review  is  presented  in  appendix  I and  consists 
of  two  tables  per  municipality:  Table  1,  General  Regulations,  outlines 
the  definition  of  better  agricultural  lands,  and  first  parcel  out  and 
minimum  distance  separation  restriction  regulations,  and  Table  2, 
Districts,  lists  land  use  districts  and  selected  uses  per  district. 
Results  are  presented  in  descending  order  by  counties,  municipal 
districts,  improvement  districts,  and  special  areas. 
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Battle  River  Regional  Planning  Area 


1.  Ratification  Date  of  Regional  Plan: 
November  16,  1982 


2 . Agriculture  Policies : 

a)  Definition  of  Better  Agricultural  Lands: 

Rural  land  which  is  capable  of  producing  a reasonable  cereal  or 
forage  crop.  The  protected  lands  will  be:  1)  east  of  the  first 

climate  line  shown  on  Canada  Land  Inventory  maps,  all  class  1, 

2 and  3 soils,  plus  any  class  4 soils  which  are  cleared  and  in 
production;  and  2)  west  of  the  climate  line,  all  Class  1,  2,  3 
and  4 soils,  plus  any  Class  5 soils  which  are  cleared  and  in 
production.  Figure  2 shows  the  location  of  the  climate  line. 

b)  First  Parcel  Out: 

One  set  of  existing  buildings  with  a habitable  house,  or  a 
serviced  site  (as  defined  by  the  municipality)  with  an  adequate 
safe  water  supply,  may  be  subdivided  out  of  a quarter  section 
which  is  to  remain  in  agriculture.  The  subdivided  parcel  shall 
be  a small  as  possible  in  order  to  conserve  agricultural  land. 

c)  Minimizing  Land  Use  Conflicts: 

No  land  use  which  may  be  incompatible  with  a livestock  opera- 
tion will  be  allowed  near  any  existing  or  authorized  intensive 
animal  operation.  The  actual  separation  distance  will  be 
determined  using  the  MDS  formula  employed  by  Alberta  Agri- 
culture, or  the  public  health  regulations,  whichever  is  greater. 
This  policy  will  be  enforced  by  the  Carrmission  through  the 
subdivision  approval  process,  and  municipalities  are  urged 
to  enforce  it  through  their  development  control  powers. 

The  Commission  will  not  approve  subdivision  for  intensive 
animal  operations  close  to  areas  of  existing  or  future  high 
density  development  such  as  acreages,  resort  cottages, 
recreational  areas,  or  urban  expansion.  Municipalities  are 
urged  to  consider  future  adjacent  land  uses  before  issuing 
development  permits  for  intensive  animal  operations  on 
unsubdivided  land. 

d)  Minimum  Parcel  Size  For  Extensive  Agriculture: 

On  better  agricultural  land  a full  quarter  section  will  be  the 
minimum  agricultural  parcel  size.  A piece  of  land  which  is 
cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  quarter  by  a physical  barrier  to 
cultivation,  such  as  a coulee  or  railway,  may  be  separated 
from  the  quarter  provided  that  it  has  legal  and  physical 
access . 
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- not  specified  in  statutory 


Calgary  Regional  Planning  Area 


1.  Ratification  Date  of  Regional  Plan: 
May  9,  1984 


2 . Agricultural  Policies : 

a)  Definition  of  Better  Agricultural  Land: 

Higher  capability  agricultural  land  is  defined  as  land  with  a 
Canada  Land  Inventory  rating  of  class  1 to  3.  In  the  ranching 
areas  of  the  region  west  of  Highway  2,  municipalities  shall 
also  consider  for  identification  and  protection  land  rated 
CLI  class  4 as  higher  capability  agricultural  land. 

In  addition  to  conserving  higher  capability  agricultural  land, 
the  Canmission  recoirmends  that  municipalities  should  also 
conserve  CLI  classes  4 and  5 where  these  lands  have  not 
already  been  subdivided  into  lots  of  20  acres  or  less. 

b)  First  Parcel  Out: 

A single  residential  lot  shall  be  allowed  to  be  subdivided  from 
any  unsubdivided  quarter  section  where  the  parcel  to  be 
separated  has  situated  thereon  a developed  residence. 

A municipal  statutory  plan  and/or  a land  use  bylaw  may  make 
provision  for  the  subdivision  from  an  unsubdivided  quarter 
section  of  one  lot  when  the  purpose  of  the  subdivision  is  to 
retain  the  balance  of  the  quarter  section  as  a single 
unsubdivided  lot  for  continuing  agricultural  purposes. 

c)  Minimizing  Land  Use  Conflicts: 

Municipalities  should  ensure,  in  the  review  of  proposals  for 
new  intensive  agricultural  uses,  that  potential  conflict  with 
existing  land  uses  is  avoided.  Existing  and  anticipated 
expansion  of  country  residential  development  should  be  a 
consideration  in  the  location  of  intensive  agricultural  uses. 
Similarily,  the  impact  of  new  country  residential  development 
on  existing  agricultural  operations  should  be  such  as  to  avoid 
future  conflict  detrimental  to  the  primary  operation. 

d)  Minimum  Agricultural  Parcel  Size  for  Extensive  Agriculture: 

Not  specified  in  the  regional  plan. 
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Yumland  Assessment  Rating 


Edmanton  Metropolitan  Regional  Planning  Area 


1.  Ratification  Date  of  Regional  Plan: 
August  23,  1984 


2 . Agricultural  Policies 

a)  Definition  of  Better  Agricultural  Lands: 

All  land  with  a Canada  Land  Inventory  rating  of  class  1 and  2 
and  those  lands  rated  as  class  3 where  the  farmland  assessment 
rating  is  41%  or  higher.  May  include  other  cultivated  or 
improved  lands  at  the  discretion  of  a rural  municipality. 

b)  First  Parcel  Out: 

Shall  permit,  on  better  agricultural  land,  the  separation  of  the 
first  residential  parcel  with  a developed  residence,  or  the 
separation  of  the  first  residential  parcel  without  a developed 
residence  if  permitted  in  a general  municipal  plan  or  land  use 
bylaw. 

c)  Minimizing  Land  Use  Conflicts: 

Land  use  bylaws  and  general  municipal  plans  should  provide  for 
adequate  separation  between  multi-parcel  country  residential 
land  use  and  odor-causing,  intensive  agricultural  activities, 
and  provide  for  measures  to  minimize  conflict  between 
intensive  agricultural  activities  and  other  land  uses. 

d)  Minimum  Agricultural  Parcel  Size  For  Extensive  Agriculture: 

A minimum  parcel  size  of  160  acres  more  or  less  shall  be 
maintained  on  better  agricultural  land.  With  criteria 
established  in  the  general  municipal  plan  and  land  use  bylaw, 
the  following  exceptions  may  be  permitted:  1)  a minimum 

parcel  size  of  80  acres  more  or  less  where  no  physically 
severed  parcels  exist  on  the  quarter  section;  or  2)  the 
separation  of  physically  severed  parcels  where,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  subdivision  approving  authority,  the  parcel (s)  is 
rendered  unworkable  for  agricultural  purposes.  Further 
subdivision  of  physically  severed  parcels  for  country 
residential  use  should  not  be  permitted  on  better  agricultural 
land. 
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MacKenzie  Regional  Planning  Area 


1.  Ratification  Date  of  Regional  Plan: 
March  8,  1985 


2.  Agricultural  Policies: 

a)  Definition  of  Better  Agricultural  Lands: 

Land  having  a Canada  Land  Inventory  rating  of  class  1,  2,  or  3 
and  at  the  discretion  of  the  rural  municipality,  may  include 
class  4 and/or  other  classifications  of  agricultural  Land  as 
determined  on  a site  specific  basis.  Excludes  cut-off  parcels 
which  have  been  determined  by  the  rural  municipality  to  be  of 
an  insufficient  size  to  farm,  or  land  which  a rural  municipality 
determines  as  so  badly  fragmented  by  existing  use  or  ownership 
that  it  has  a low  agricultural  productivity  or  cannot  logically 
be  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

b)  First  Parcel  Out: 

The  separation  of  an  existing  farmstead  shall  be  allowed  where 
the  farmstead  is  located  on  an  unsubdivided  quarter  section. 

The  subdivison  of  a single  parcel  other  than  a farmstead  frcm 
an  unsubdivided  quartersection  for  residential  purposes  shall 
be  allowed  when  the  subdivision  is  allowed  by  the  local  plan. 

c)  Minimizing  Land  Use  Conflicts: 

Rural  municipalities  shall  plan  for  agricultural  areas  by 
including  in  the  local  plans  provisions  for:  1)  minimizing 
conflicts  between  agricultural  and  other  land  uses;  and  2)  the 
subdivision  and  development  of  intensive  agricultural  land 
uses  and  their  relationship  to  other  land  uses. 

In  evaluating  proposals  for  country  residential  development , 
municipalities  should  consider  the  potential  conflicts  with 
existing  farming  operations. 

d)  Minimum  Parcel  Size  For  Extensive  Agriculture: 

Not  specified  in  regional  plan. 
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FIGURE  5 


MACKENZIE 
REGIONAL  PLANNING  AREA 
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‘ FA  - Farmland  Assessment  Rating 


FIGURE  6 


MUNICIPAL  AFFAIRS 
PLANNING  AREA 
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not  spec \i tied  in  statutory  documents  FA  - Farmland  Assessment  Rating 


Table  5 (continued) 
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Oldman  River  Regional  Planning  Area 


1.  Ratification  Date  of  Regional  Plan: 

March  2,  1985 

2 . Agricultural  Policies : 

a)  Definition  of  Better  Agricultural  Lands: 

Land  having  a Canada  Land  Inventory  rating  of  Class  1 to  4 for 
agriculture  other  than:  1)  cut-off  parcels  of  10  acres  or 

less;  or  2)  land  which  a rural  municipality  determines  as  so 
badly  fragmented  by  existing  use  or  ownership  that  the  land 
has  a low  agricultural  capability  or  cannot  logically  be  used 
for  agricultural  purposes. 

b)  First  Parcel  out: 

A municipality  shall  make  provisions  for  the  subdivision  of  a 
developed  residence  from  an  unsubdivided  quarter  section.  The 
municipality  shall  include  provisions  in  its  land  use  bylaw  or 
statutory  plan  to  ensure  that  the  area  of  the  proposed  lot 
shall  be  as  small  as  possible  to  conserve  agricultural  land. 

A subdivision  application  which  purposes  to  subdivide  a single 
undeveloped  residential  lot  from  an  unsubdivided  quarter 
section  shall  be  approved  by  the  subdivision  approving 
authority  provided  that  the  proposed  subdivision  meets  the 
requirements  of  the  land  use  bylaw  and  statutory  plan  of  the 
municipality.  The  land  use  bylaw  and  statutory  plan  shall 
contain  provisions  dealing  with  the  subdivision  of  a single 
undeveloped  residential  lot.  Whenever  possible,  such 
provisions  should:  1)  limit  the  subdivision  of  an 

unsubdivided  quarter  section  to  poor  agricultural  land;  2) 
direct  the  subdivision  to  that  portion  of  the  quarter  section 
which  has  the  lowest  capability  for  agriculture;  and  3)  ensure 
the  area  of  the  proposed  lot  shall  be  as  small  as  possible  to 
conserve  agricultural  land. 

c)  Minimizing  Land  Use  Conflict: 

Before  approving  or  refusing  a subdivision  or  development 
application  for  a livestock  confinement  operation  or  facility, 
a subdivision  approving  authority  or  municipality  should 
request  and  consider  the  decision  reports  from  Alberta  Agri- 
culture and  Alberta  Environment  pursuant  to  the  "Confinement 
Livestock  Facilities  Waste  Management  Code  of  Practice" . 

(Minimum  Distance  Separation) 
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Except  for  a developed  residence  on  an  unsubdivided  quarter 
section,  an  application  for  country  residential  subdivision 
should  not  be  approved  unless  the  boundary  of  the  proposed 
subdivision  is  located  at  least  1/2  mile  from  the  boundary  of 
the  parcel  containing  a livestock  confinement  facility,  or 
such  further  distance  as  may  be  specified  in  a municipality's 
land  use  bylaw. 

d)  Minimum  Parcel  Size  for  Extensive  Agriculture: 

The  lot  to  be  created  should  be  at  least  80  acres  in  area; 
the  residual  lot  resulting  from  subdivision  should  be  at  least 
80  acres  in  area. 
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FIGURE  7 


OLDMAN  RIVER 
REGIONAL  PLANNING 


AREA 
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Palliser  Regional  Planning  Area 


1.  Ratification  Date  of  Regional  Plan: 
August  29,  1984 


2 . Agricultural  Policies : 

a)  Definition  of  Better  Agricultural  Land: 

Land  with  a Canada  Land  Inventory  rating  of  class  1 to  4. 

b)  First  Parcel  Out: 

Notwithstanding  soil  classification,  individual  country  residen- 
tial parcels  shall  be  allowed  for  farmstead  separation  for  an 
unsubdivided  quarter.  Municipalities  are  encouraged  to  keep 
the  parcel  as  small  as  possible  (preferably  not  more  than 
3 acres) . 

A municipality  my  also  allow  the  separation  of  a single  parcel 
other  than  farmstead  separation  frcm  an  unsubdivided  quarter 
section  and  should,  where  possible,  use  that  portion  of  the 
quarter  section  with  the  lowest  capability  for  agricultural 
production . 

c)  Minimizing  Land  Use  Conflicts: 

Not  specified  in  regional  plan. 

d)  Minimum  Parcel  Size  for  Extensive  Agriculture: 

Within  moral  areas,  subdivision  applications  which  create  parcels 
of  less  than  160  acres  should  not  be  permitted  unless  such 
parcels  are  needed  for  a purposes  which  is  recognized  in  a 
municipal  land  use  bylaw  and  does  not  unduly  fragment  better 
agricultural  land. 
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not  specified  in  statutory  documents 


Red  Deer  Regional  Planning  Area 


1.  Ratification  Date  of  Regional  Plan: 
May  9,  1986 


2 . Agricultural  Policies : 

a)  Definition  of  Better  Agricultural  Land: 

land  having  a Canada  Land  Inventory  rating  of  class  1,  2,  3 or 
4,  or  lands  having  a farmland  assessment  rating  greater  than  28 
percent.  Better  agricultural  land  excludes:  1)  cut-off 

parcels  which  are  regarded  by  the  local  municipality  as  being 
of  insufficient  size  to  farm,  and  2)  land  which  the  local 
municipality  determines  is  so  badly  fragmented  by  existing  use 
or  ownership  that  the  land  has  a low  agricultural  capability 
or  cannot  logically  be  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

b)  First  Parcel  Out: 

The  subdivision  of  a single  parcel  to  accommodate  an  existing 
residence  and  other  related  improvements  from  an  unsubdivided 
quarter  section  shall  be  allowed.  A single  undeveloped  site 
shall  be  allowed  to  be  subdivided  from  an  unsubdivided  quarter 
section  where  the  site  is  for  country  residential  use  and  that 
use  is  provided  for  in  the  land  use  district  for  which  the 
land  is  designated  under  the  land  use  bylaw. 

c)  Minimizing  Land  Use  Conflicts: 

Municipalities  shall  contain  provisions  in  their  general 
municipal  plans  and  land  use  bylaws  to  direct  country 
residential  uses  away  from  intensified  livestock  operations. 
Conflicting  land  uses  should  not  be  allowed  to  encroach  upon 
existing  intensive  livestock  operations.  Reciprocally,  new 
intensive  livestock  operations  should  not  be  permitted  to 
encroach  upon  existing  incompatible  rural  uses. 

d)  Minimum  Agricultural  Parcel  Size  For  Extensive  Agriculture: 

Not  discussed  in  regional  plan. 
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Southeast  Alberta  Regional  Planning  Area 


1.  Ratification  Date  of  Regional  Plan: 
June  22,  1983 


2 . Agricultural  Policies : 

a)  Definition  of  Better  Agricultural  Lands: 

Land  having  a Canada  Land  Inventory  rating  of  class  1,  2 or  3. 

b)  First  Parcel  Out: 

An  existing  farmstead  subdivision  shall  be  approved  subject  to 
compliance  with  the  following  conditions:  1)  the  farmstead  is 

located  on  an  unsubdivided  quarter  section;  and  2)  the  size  of 
the  parcel  should  not  exceed  the  area  of  the  existing  farmstead. 
Subdividing  a single  parcel  from  an  unsubdivided  quarter  section 
shall  be  approved  when  the  following  conditions  are  met:  1)  the 

subdivision  is  allowed  within  the  general  municipal  plan  and/or 
the  land  use  bylaw;  and  2)  the  size  of  the  parcel  should  not 
exceed  the  area  required  for  the  proposed  use;  and  3)  the 
creation  of  the  parcel  will  not  unduly  hamper  agricultural 
operations  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

c)  Minimizing  Land  Use  Conflicts: 

The  subdivision  of  rural  land  for  non-agricultural  purposes 
should  not  create  conflicts  with  existing  agricultural 
activities.  Rural  municipalities  shall  include  provisions  in 
their  land  use  bylaws  and  where  applicable,  general  municipal 
plans  to  minimize  conflicts  between  agricultural  and  other 
rural  activities.  Where  possible,  non-agricultural  land  uses 
in  rural  areas  should  be  clustered  or  grouped  to  minimize 
conflict  with  agricultural  activities.  Unless  it  is 
unreasonable  or  impossible  to  do  so  because  of  the  greater 
public  interest,  established  country  residential  districts 
should  be  protected  from  encroachment  by  incompatible  land 
uses  such  as  intensive  livestock  operations  or  other  noxious 
activities . 

d)  Minimum  Parcel  Size  For  Extensive  Agriculture: 

Modem  machinery  and  farming  practices  can  be  more  effectively 
utilized  when  the  land  is  retained  in  full  quarter-sections. 
Unwarranted  fragmentation  of  these  large  parcels  into  smaller 
parcels  may  lead  to  inefficient  use  of  the  land.  The 
Camission  opposes  the  subdivision  of  agricultural  land  which 
leads  to  unnecessary  fragmentation  of  quarter  sections,  or  the 
creation  of  parcels  which  are  of  insufficient  size  for  farming. 
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not  spelllfiod  in  statutory’  documeir 


South  Peace  Regional  Planning  Area 


1.  Ratification  Date  of  Regional  Plan: 
March  8,  1985 


2 . Agricultural  Policies : 

a)  Definition  of  Better  Agricultural  Lands: 

Any  parcel,  or  portions  thereof,  of  land  which  is  designated 
as  class  1,  2 or  3 by  the  Canada  Land  Inventory  and  in 
addition  any  land  rated  more  than  34%  by  Rural  Farmland 
Assessment.  Better  agricultural  land  excludes  any  parcel  or 
portion (s)  thereof  which  by  reason  of  slope,  configuration, 
surrounding  land  use  or  size  is  determined  to  be  unsuitable 
for  farming. 

b)  First  Parcel  Out: 

Land  use  bylaws  shall  permit  a single  parcel  on  which  there  is 
a developed  residence  to  be  subdivided  from  an  unsubdivided 
quarter  section  and  may  permit  the  same  on  an  unsubdivided 
settlement  or  river  lot.  If  permitted  by  the  general 
municipal  plan  or  land  use  bylaw,  a single  residential  parcel 
may  be  subdivided  from  any  unsubdivided  quarter  section. 

General  municipal  plans  should  direct  single  parcel  residential 
subdivisions  to  portions  of  the  quarter  section  which  are 
physically  severed  or  of  lower  agricultural  capability. 
Residential  parcels  in  better  agricultural  areas  should  be  the 
minimum  size  needed  to  support  the  proposed  use  (2-3  acres)  . 

c)  Minimizing  Land  Use  Conflicts: 

General  municipal  plans  and  land  use  bylaws  should  establish 
measures  to  avoid  land  use  conflicts  between  intensive  agricul- 
ture and  other  land  uses  and  should  contain  policies  regulating 
subdivision  and  development  of  residential  land  uses  where  they 
are  close  to  areas  of  existing  or  future  intensive  animal 
operations.  Public  Health  Regulations  and  minimum  distance 
siting  formula  of  Alberta  Agriculture  should  be  used  to  supple- 
ment the  subdivision  regulation  when  determining  appropriate 
separation  distances. 

d)  Minimum  Parcel  Size  For  Extensive  Agriculture: 

Not  specified  in  regional  plan. 


34 


35 


Table  10 


36 


Yellowhead  Regional  Planning  Area 


1.  Ratification  Date  of  Regional  Plan: 
December  24,  1985 


2 . Agricultural  Policies : 

a)  Definition  of  Better  Agricultural  Lands: 

Land  with  a Canada  Land  Inventory  rating  of  class  1,  2 or  3 
with  a farmland  assessment  rating  of  41%,  unless  found  to  be 
of  lower  capability  or  so  fragmented  by  distinguishable  man- 
made or  physical  features  that  it  cannot  be  practically  used 
for  agricultural  purposes. 

b)  First  Parcel  Out: 

On  all  land,  including  better  agricultural  land,  general 
municipal  plans  and  land  use  by- laws /orders  shall  allow  the 
subdivision  of  a single  residential  parcel  from  an  unsubdivided 
quartersection  on  condition  that  the  parcel  is  a developed 
residential  site,  and  is  located  adjacent  to  an  existing  public 
road  or  has  physical  and  legal  access  (Policy  5.2) . At  the 
discretion  of  the  municipality,  provision  for  the  subdivision 
of  a single  residential  parcel,  where  the  proposed  parcel  is 
not  a developed  residential  site,  may  be  as  an  alternative  for 
the  provision  of  Policy  5.2,  not  as  an  addition  to  Policy  5.2. 

c)  Minimizing  Land  Use  Conflicts: 

Rural  municipalities  shall  include  provisions  in  their  Land  Use 
By-laws /Orders  to  regulate  land  uses  in  rural  areas  in  order  to 
minimize  conflicts  between  agricultural  operations  and  other 
land  uses. 

Subdivision  Approving  Authorities  and  rural  municipalities 
should  use  the  Minimum  Distance  Separation  formula  developed  by 
Alberta  Agriculture  and  Alberta  Environment  as  a guide  in 
determining  appropriate  locations  for  intensive  livestock 
operations  and  for  locating  land  uses  in  the  vicinity  of 
established  intensive  livestock  operations. 

d)  Minimum  Parcel  Size  For  Extensive  Agriculture: 

Not  specified  in  Regional  Plan. 
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not  specified  in  statutory  documents 


V.  SUMMARY  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 


The  provincial  government  recognizes  the  need  for  ensuring  that 
better  agricultural  lands  are  conserved  for  agricultural  purposes . 
Better  lands  are  a finite  resource  in  Alberta  with  most  in  agricultural 
production.  Thus,  loss  of  such  land  to  competing  non-agricultural  uses 
can  only  be  compensated  by  replacement  of  less  productive  agricultural 
lands.  A recent  study  which  examined  the  loss  of  Alberta's  agricultural 
land  to  competing  uses,  concluded  that  the  agricultural  land  base  is  not 
presently  in  jeopardy;  however,  the  quality  is  slowly  deteriorating. 

The  province  has  determined  that  land  use  conflicts  are  best 
resolved  at  the  local  level.  As  such,  authority  has  been  given  to 

individual  municipalities  to  identify  and  protect  better  agricultural 
lands  through  regulations  established  in  land  use  bylaws.  Within  this 
study,  statutory  documents  of  64  municipalities  were  reviewed  for 
purposes  of  examining  variations  in  municipal  regulations  and  assessing 
the  agricultural  implications  of  such  regulations.  This  section 

summarizes  variations  in  municipal  regulations  and  addresses  their 
resulting  impacts  on  agriculture.  Organization  of  this  section  is  by 
land  use  regulation  and  includes: 

- definition  of  better  agricultural  lands 

- first  parcel  out  provision 

- minimum  distance  restrictions 

- minimum  parcel  size  for  extensive  agriculture 

- agricultural  smallholdings 


1)  DEFINITION  OF  BETTER  AGRICULTURAL  LANDS: 

Lands  identified  as  better  agricultural  lands  by  a municipality  are 
protected  from  non-agricultural  subdivisions  by  municipal  regulations  and 
provincial  government  policy.  Except  for  first  parcel  out  provisions, 
the  provincial  government  prohibits  country  residential  subdivision  on 
lands  defined  as  better,  and  if  feasible,  rural  industrial  uses  must  also 
be  accommodated  on  poorer  agricultural  land.  Municipalities  can  permit 
industrial  uses  on  better  lands  only  when  suitable  alternative  locations 
are  not  available.  Given  the  subdivision  restrictions  on  better  lands, 
it  is  necessary  to  maintain  flexibility  for  the  siting  of  non- 
agricultural  subdivisions  to  ensure  economic  diversity. 

Regional  planning  commissions  provided  municipalities  with  criteria 
for  identifying  better  agricultural  lands.  Palliser,  Red  Deer,  Battle 
River,  and  Oldman  River  regional  planning  areas  consider  better  lands  to 
be  rated  1-4  by  CLI.  Calgary,  Edmonton  Metropolitan,  Southeast  Alberta, 
Mackenzie,  South  Peace,  and  Yellowhead  regional  planning  areas  consider 
such  lands  to  be  rated  1-3  by  CLI . Municipal  Affairs  planning  area  has 
set  no  criteria  due  to  the  absence  of  a regional  plan.  When  defining 
better  lands,  study  results  show  municipalities  followed  criteria 
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provided  by  the  regional  plan  except  for  those  municipalities  under 
municipal  affairs  which  developed  their  own  critera.  Those  municipali- 
ties not  specifying  a definition  for  better  lands  (one-third)  were 
assumed  to  use  regional  criteria.  Provincially,  half  of  the  64  munici- 
palities reviewed  u^se  CLI  1-4  to  identify  better  lands  with  the  other 
half  using  CLI  1-31 . Figure  13  illustrates  the  distribution  of  these 
municipalities . 

Including  potentially  arable  CLI  4 lands  in  the  definition  of 
better  agricultural  lands  will,  in  many  planning  areas  of  Alberta, 
protect  a large  amount  of  the  land  base  for  agricultural  pursuits;  thus, 
limiting  the  siting  of  ccmpeting  non-agricultural  uses.  A breakdown  of 
CLI  1-3  and  4 soils  in  the  settled  portion  of  the  regional  planning 
areas  is  shown  in  table  12.  The  protection  of  class  1-4  lands  in  the 
Battle  River,  Oldman  River  and  Red  Deer  planning  area's  effectively 
freezes  a large  portion  of  their  land  base  from  competing  uses.  This  is 
particularly  true  in  Battle  River  and  Red  Deer  with  84  and  74  percent  of 
their  lands  rated  class  1-4  respectively.  As  such,  these  regions  and 
member  municipalities  may  be  restricted  in  acconmodating  alternative  land 
uses  and  ultimately  may  be  forced  to  allow  non-agricultural  subdivision 
exemptions  on  CLI  1-4  soils.  A redefining  of  better  lands  to  exclude 
class  4 would  allow  the  Battle  River,  Oldman  River  and  Red  Deer  planning 
areas  to  open  up  approximately  15  to  20  percent  more  of  their  land  for 
alternative  uses  while  protecting  their  most  productive  soils  for  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  The  Calgary,  Edmonton  Metropolitan,  South  Peace,  and 
Yellowhead  regional  planning  areas,  which  do  not  identify  class  4 lands 
as  better,  have  set  aside  approximately  one-third  to  over  half  of  their 
land  base  for  agriculture  leaving  them  considerable  flexibility  for 
siting  alternative  uses  on  poorer  soils. 

In  regions  with  limited  amounts  of  CLI  1-3  lands,  excluding  class  4 
may  leave  an  inadequate  land  base  for  agriculture.  By  defining  class  1-3 
soils  as  better,  Southeast  Alberta  planning  area  is  protecting  only 
10  percent  of  their  land  base  for  agriculture.  Given  the  small  percen- 
tage of  quality  lands  in  this  region,  potentially  arable  class  4 soils 
play  a greater  role  in  agricultural  production  and  should  be  protected 
from  other  uses.  Protecting  class  4 would  not  restrict  siting  of 
alternative  uses  as  less  than  half  of  Southeast  Alberta's,  land  base  would 
be  maintained  for  agriculture.  The  Palliser  planning  area  which  also  has 
a limited  amount  of  CLI  1-3  lands  includes  class  4 in  their  definition  of 
better  lands.  As  such,  50  percent  of  the  region  is  set  aside  for  agri- 
culture while  maintaining  flexibility  for  siting  alternative  uses. 


The  majority  of  municipalities  identified  better  agricultural  lands 
using  Canada  Land  Inventory  and/or  rural  farmland  assessment  (RFA) 
ratings.  For  comparative  purposes  RFA  ratings  were  converted  to  CLI 
ratings  using  the  following  criteria:  RFA  100-41  = CLI  1-3;  RFA  41-24  = 
CLI  4. 
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FIGURE  13 

definition  of  better  agricultural  land 
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Table  12 


Percentage  of  Settled  Lands 
Rated  Class  1-3  and  4 


in  the  Regional  Planning  Areas 
by  Canada  Land  Inventory 


Criteria  For 
Defining  Better 
Agricultural  Lands 

Regional  Planning 
Area 

% 

CLI  1-3 

% 

CLI  4 

% 

CLI  1-4 

CLI  1-4 

Battle  River 

71 

13 

84 

Oldman  River 

48 

19 

67 

Palliser 

20 

32 

52 

Red  Deer 

55 

19 

74 

CLI  1-3 

Calgary 

56 

13 

69 

Edmonton  Metropolitan 

56 

18 

74 

Mackenzie 

37 

36 

73 

Southeast  Alberta 

10 

34 

44 

South  Peace 

55 

20 

75 

Yellowhead 

34 

39 

73 

2 

Not  Available 

Municipal  Affairs 

45 

25 

70 

■^Settled  Lands  includes  all  lands  in  the  white  area  of  Alberta. 


2 

Criteria  established  by  individual  municipalities  under  Municipal 
Affairs  jurisdication. 

Source  - Soil  Capability  for  Agriculture  - A Summary  and  Application 
of  Canada  Land  Inventory  Data  In  Alberta.  ENR  1983. 
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(2)  FIRST  PARCEL  OUT  PROVISION: 


First  parcel  out  provisions  can  benefit  the  estate  planning  needs 
of  a landowner  including  ease  of  farm  transfer  and  retirement  residency? 
however , it  is  anticipated  that  such  provisions  may  have  a negative 
impact  on  agriculture.  Single  country  residential  subdivisions  are 
expected  to  increase  in  the  long  term  due  to  first  parcel  out.  An 
increase  in  residential  parcels  may  put  increasing  pressure  on  agri- 
cultural production  and  activities.  Low  density  dispersed  country 

residential  development  fragments  the  agricultural  land  base  removing 
land  frcm  agricultural  production.  The  quality  of  land  subdivided  will 
probably  be  higher  due  to  first  parcel  out  provisions  being  exempt  from 
provincial  policy  which  prohibits  country  residential  subdivisions  on 
lands  defined  as  better  agricultural  lands.  As  the  number  of  residences 
distributed  throughout  a rural  area  increases , the  potential  for  conflict 
with  intensive  livestock  operations  increases.  Nuisance  complaints  due 
to  odor  and  dust  frcm  intensive  livestock  operations  are  a possibility  as 
well  as  stray  animals  and  off  road  vehicles  interfering  with  farming 
operations.  Country  residences  may  also  limit  the  location  and  expansion 
opportunities  of  intensive  operations  due  to  non-compatible  land  use 
siting  restrictions  in  the  provincial  Health  Regulations  (Regulations 
Respecting  the  Keeping  of  Livestock  and  Poultry)  and  municipal  bylaws. 

The  largest  potential  impact  on  agricultural  activities  is  expected 
to  occur  in  municipalities  supporting  the  option.  With  both  developed 
and  undeveloped  country  residential  subdivisions  allowed  under  the 
option,  the  potential  exists  for  a residential  parcel  to  be  taken  out  of 
every  unsubdivided  quarter  section.  Under  the  more  restrictive  universal 
right,  the  potential  for  residential  development  is  considerably  reduced 
as  only  developed  residences  are  allowed  to  be  subdivided  on  unsubdivided 
quarter  sections. 

Regional  planning  areas  have  provisions  which  direct  member  munici- 
palities to  employ  the  universal  right,  or  which  allow  a municipality  to 
support  the  option  as  an  addition  to  the  universal  right.  Of  the  64 
municipalities  reviewed,  24  apply  the  universal  right  only  and  26 
support  the  option  as  an  addition  to  the  universal  right.  The  decision 
to  support  the  option  lies  completely  with  the  municipality.  Regional 
plans  cannot  formally  favor  one  type  of  first  parcel  out  over  another; 
thus,  municipalities  supporting  the  option  are  not  found  within  specific 
regional  areas,  but  are  spread  throughout  the  province.  Fourteen  munici- 
palities did  not  specify  as  to  whether  or  not  they  support  the  option. 
Given  the  obligatory  nature  of  the  universal  right,  at  a minimum,  these 
municipalities  must  allow  a single  developed  parcel  per  quarter  section. 
The  distribution  of  municipalities  with  the  universal  right  vs.  the  option 
as  well  as  those  municipalities  not  as  yet  specifying  support  for  the 
option  are  indicated  in  figure  14. 

Ongoing  monitoring  of  residential  subdivision  activity  on  agricul- 
tural lands  will  be  required  to  determine  whether  or  not  first  parcel  out 
provisions  increase  single  country  residential  parcels.  Results  from  a 
study  undertaken  by  Alberta  Agriculture  (Wehrhahn,  1987)  which  examined 
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FIGURE  14 
FIRST  PARCEL  OUT 
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non-agricultural  subdivision  activity  in  Alberta  from  1982  to  1985  are 
too  limited  to  show  a conclusive  correlation  between  first  parcel  out 
provisions  and  increased  residential  activity.  However,  study  results 
show  that  single  residential  subdivisions  remove  better  quality  CLI  1-3 
lands  from  agricultural  production,  and  that  collectively,  those  munici- 
palities  permitting  the  option  have  35  percent  more  single  residential 
subdivision  activity  compared  to  those  municipalities  which  only  apply 
the  universal  right.  These  results  indicate  that  municipalities  with  the 
option  have  a greater  impact  on  agricultural  activities.  As  such, 
municipalities  currently  supporting  the  option  as  an  addition  to  the 
universal  right  should  reconsider  this  decision,  and  there  may  be  a need 
to  minimize  potential  conflicts  between  non-compatible  uses. 


(3)  MINIMUM  DISTANCE  SEPARATION  RESTRICTIONS : 

Conflicts  between  intensive  livestock  operations  and 
country  residences  are  infrequent  and  not  a major  issue  in  Alberta. 
However,  conflicts  are  anticipated  if  residential  populations  continue 
to  increase  in  rural  areas.  Residents  living  in  agricultural  areas  must 
recognize  the  rights  of  farmers  to  practice  agriculture  in  such  areas. 
Agricultural  production  is  the  primary  purpose  of  an  agricultural 
district  with  manure  odors,  farm  machinery  noise,  and  dust  from  field 
operations  associated  with  normal  farming  practices.  To  protect  farmers 
rights  in  an  agricultural,  area  the  Agricultural  Operation  Practices  Act 
was  passed  to  ensure  farmers,  following  generally  accepted  practices, 
cannot  be  prevented  from  carrying  on  their  operation  because  it  causes 
or  creates  a nuisance.  Within  their  juristiction,  municipalities  will 
have  to  assess  the  potential  for  land  use  conflicts  and  weigh  the  bene- 
fits of  applying  reciprocal  siting  restrictions  such  as  MDS  to  minimize 
potential  conflicts  against  the  impacts  these  restrictions  may  have  on 
limiting  location  and  expansion  opportunities  for  intensive  livestock 
operations . 

Application  of  the  MDS  formula  or  a similar  siting  formula  is  not 
mandatory.  Battle  River,  South  Peace,  and  Yellowhead  recommend  their 
member  municipalities  use  MDS  and  27  of  64  municipalities  reviewed 
apply  MDS  to  minimize  potential  land  use  conflicts.  Siting  restrictions 
tend  to  be  one-sided  in  their  application.  Of  the  27  municipalities  with 
MDS  restrictions,  only  14  have  a reciprocal  application  of  the  formula. 
Twelve  municipalities  apply  MDS  restrictions  to  intensive  livestock 
operations  allowing  new  residences  to  be  developed  in  close  proximity  to 
established  intensive  operations  and  one  municipality  applies  the  formula 
to  country  residences  allowing  intensive  operations  to  be  developed  in 
closer  proximity  to  established  residences.  Figures  15  and  16  illustrate 
the  distribution  of  those  municipalities  with  and  without  provisions  for 
applying  the  MDS  formula  to  livestock  operations  and  country  residences 
respectively. 
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FIGURE  15 

MDS  APPLIED  TO  INTENSIVE  LIVESTOCK 
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NOT  SPECIFIED  m BYLAW 


FIGUHE  16 

MDS  APPLIED  TO  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 
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NOT  SPECIFIED  IN  BYLAW 


The  potential  for  nuisance  conflicts  is  expected  to  be  highest  in 
municipalities  with  large  numbers  of  intensive  livestock  operations. 
According  to  the  1986  Census  of  Agriculture,  approximately  50  percent  of 
Alberta's  feeder  cattle,  dairy  cows  and  hogs  are  located  in  21  central 
and  southern  municipalities  (figures  17  and  18)  „ The  need  to  minimize 
po  ential  land  use  conflicts  is  greatest  in  these  municipalities.  Of  the 
21  municipalities,  seven  do  not  currently  apply  the  MDS  formula  to 
conflicting  uses,  including  counties  17,  11,  4 and  19,  and  municipal 
districts  26,  14,  and  44.  Twelve  of  the  21  municipalities  have  MDS  pro- 
visions within  their  bylaws  of  which  six  have  a reciprocal  application  of 
the  formula  (counties  25,  3 and  10,  and  municipal  districts  92,  48,  and 
90)  , and  6 apply  the  formula  to  intensive  operations  only  (counties  22, 
16,  26,  14,  24  and  municipal  district  52)  . County  23  does  not  specify  if 
it  applies  the  MDS  formula  and  Municipal  District  99  does  not  have 
statutory  documents. 


(4)  MINIMUM  PARCEL  SIZE  FOR  EXTENSIVE  AGRICULTURE : 

Although  establishment  of  a minimum  parcel  size  for 
extensive  agriculture  is  not  mandatory.  Battle  River,  Edmonton  Metropol- 
itan, Palliser,  and  Southeast  Alberta  planning  areas  recommend  160  acres 
to  their  member  municipalities  as  a minimum,  and  Oldman  River  planning 
area  recommends  80  acres.  Close  to  90  percent  of  the  municipalities 
reviewed  have  established  a minimum  parcel  size  for  extensive  agricul- 
ture . In  43  municipalities  the  quarter  section  stands  as  the  minimum, 
with  only  15  municipalities  allowing  80  acre  splits.  Seven  municipal- 
ities do  not  specify  a parcel  size  in  their  bylaw.  Municipalities  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Oldman  River  planning  area  choose  not  to  follow 
regional  recommendations  and  have  established  160  acres  as  a minimum 
size.  The  distribution  of  municipalities  establishing  160  acres  vs.  80 
acres  as  a minimum  size  for  extensive  agriculture  is  shown  in  figure  19. 

A large  majority  of  municipalities  support  the  historical  160  acre 
minimum  parcel  size  for  extensive  agricultural  purposes.  A recent  study 
completed  by  Alberta  Agriculture  (Hursin,  1987)  indicates  little 
difference  in  land  use  between  160  and  80  acres.  Following  subdivision, 
80  acres  parcels  are  used  predominantly  for  extensive  cropping  and 
grazing  practices.  However,  80  acre  parcels  may  have  negative  effects  on 
agriculture  through  increased  land  values.  Provincially,  land  values  per 
acre  are  approximately  one-third  higher  for  arable  (CLI  1-4)  80  acre 
parcels  compared  to  arable  quarter  sections.  Although  per  acre  prices 
are  higher  on  80  acre  parcels,  these  parcels  have  a lower  total  cost  than 
quarter  sections  which  may  make  them  more  affordable  to  beginning  or 
expanding  farmers. 


Many  southern  Alberta  municipalities  have  established  a minimum  parcel 
size  for  dryland  agriculture  and  a minimum  size  for  irrigated  agriculture. 
This  study  focuses  on  minimum  parcel  size  for  dryland  agriculture  only. 
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FIGURE  17 

MAJORITY1  OF  CATTLE  AND  DAIRY  COWS 
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'approximately  50  percent 
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'approximately  50  percent 


FIGURE  19 

MINIMUM  PARCEL  SIZE  FOR  EXTENSIVE  AGRICULTURE 
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R]  NOT  SPECIFIED  IM  BYLAW 


Eighty  acre  parcel  activity  may  also  affect  agricultural  production 
if  it  leads  to  increases  in  land  fragmentation  and  rural  residences.. 
With  an  increase  in  80  acre  parcels  there  may  eventually  be  a demand  for 
residential  first  parcel  out  provisions  per  80  acres.  As  such,  this 
voul 1 increase  fragmentation  of  the  agricultural  land  base  with  a poten- 
tial for  four  titles  per  quarter  section:  two  10  acre  residential  parcels 
and  two  70  acre  parcels.  The  resultant  increase  in  rural  residences 
increases  the  potential  for  conflict  with  neighbouring  intensive  live- 
stock operations.  With  possibly  two  residential  parcel  per  quarter 
section,  location  and  expansion  opportunities  of  intensive  operations 
may  be  limited  considerably  if  siting  restrictions  are  in  place  to 
reduce  potential  conflicts. 

Municipalities  considering  policy  changes  to  allow  80  acre  parcels 
as  a minimum  size  for  extensive  agriculture  should  take  into  account  the 
potential  negative  affects  it  may  have  on  agricultural  activities. 
Although  most  80  acre  parcels  remain  in  an  extensive  agricultural  use 
following  subdivision  of  quarter  sections,  municipalities  will  have  to 
assess  the  potential  impacts  80  acre  splits  will  have  in  their  area 
and  determine  the  most  appropriate  minimum  parcel  size  for  extensive 
agriculture . 


(5)  AGRICULTURAL  SMALLHOLDINGS: 

Smallholdings  intended  for  small  scale  agricultural  pursuits 
are  not  widespread  in  Alberta.  The  provincial  government  and  most 
regional  plans  have  not  established  a policy  regarding  small  agricultural 
holdings.  Of  the  64  municipalities  under  review,  only  10  allow  smallhold- 
ings and  3 do  not  specify  if  they  allow  such  activity.  The  remaining  51 
municipalities  do  not  allow  smallholdings.  Figure  20  illustrates  the 
distribution  of  those  municipalities  allowing  small  agricultural  holdings. 

A smallholding  study  completed  by  Alberta  Agriculture  (Hursin,  1987) 
indicates  parcels  20  to  40  acres  in  size  are  not  used  effectively  for 
agricultural  pursuits.  Study  results  show  a significant  trend  away  from 
intensive  agricultural  use  to  a country  residential  use  as  parcels 
decrease  in  size  to  40  and  20  acres.  This  trend  indicates  a shift 
towards  non- agricultural  related  land  uses  as  parcel  size  decreases. 
Also,  with  small  parcels  there  is  a further  significant  trend  towards 
small  scale  agricultural  pursuits  in  association  with  residential  parcels. 
These  agricultural  pursuits  are  a secondary  use  on  the  parcel  and  are  in 
the  form  of  recreational  agriculture  only  such  as  hobby  farms.  As  such, 
20  and  40  acre  smallholdings  are  often  large  residential  parcels  frag- 
menting the  agricultural  land  base  and  removing  quality  land  from  pro- 
duction. Municipalities  currently  permitting  smallholdings  on  quality 
agricultural  lands  should  reconsider  limiting  such  activity  to  poorer 
lands.  These  same  limitations  should  be  considered  by  municipalities 
moving  towards  smallholding  activity  in  the  future. 
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FIGURE  20 

AGRICULTURAL  smallholdings 
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allow  SMALLHOLDINGS 


APPENDIX  I DETAILED  BYLAW  REVIEW 


Table  1-  General  Regulations: 

(1)  year  of  general  municipal  plan  and  year  of  land  use 
bylaw  - dates  shown  represent  the  most  recent  general  municipal  plan 
and  land  use  bylaw  reviewed. 

(2)  definition  of  better  agricultural  land 


(3)  first  parcel  out: 

(a)  type-  universal  right  or  option. 

(b)  minimum  and  maximum  parcel  size  of  the  first  parcel 

out  - two  sets  of  parcel  sizes  may  be  given:  parcel  with  a developed 

residence  (dev.)  vs.  an  undeveloped  parcel  (undev.) . 


(4)  minimum  distance  separation  restrictions  - indicates  if 
the  MBS  formula  is  applied  to  intensive  livestock  operations  and/or 
country  residences. 


Table  2-  Districts: 

(1)  type  - lists  the  different  types  of  land  use  districts 
in  the  municipality.  Urban  districts,,  mobile  heme  park  districts  and 
resort  districts  for  summer  villages  are  excluded. 


(2)  intent  or  purpose  - a general  description  of  the  intent 
or  purpose  of  the  district.  Left  blank  if  an  intent  or  purpose  was  not 
given . 


(3)  activity  - for  each  land  use  district,  information  is 
supplied  on  four  activities  or  land  uses: 

(a)  agriculture  - a P or  D indicates  agriculture  is 
either  a permitted  or  discretionary  use  in  the  district.  An  X indicates 
agriculture  is  not  allowed  in  the  district.  If  agriculture  is  a permitted 
or  discretionary  use  a minimum  parcel  size  is  given.  Two  minimum  parcel 
sizes  may  be  shown:  better  agricultural  land  vs.  poor,  or  dryland  vs. 
irrigated . 
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(b)  multi-country  residential  - a P,  D or  X is  used  to  show 

the  status  of  multi-  country  residential  development  in  a district.  If 
it  is  a permitted  or  discretionary  use  in  a district,  a minimum  and 
maximum  parcel  size  is  given.  Two  minimum  and  Maximum  sizes  may  be 
shown:  residences  having  agricultural  pursuits  vs.  no  agricultural 

pursuits  or  residences  having  sewage  collection  or  water  distribution 
vs.  no  services. 

(c)  intensive  livestock  - a P,  D or  X is  used  to  show  the 
status  of  intensive  livestock  development  in  a district.  A comments 
column  provides  information  regarding  parcel  size,  limits  to  the  types 
of  animals  allowed,  and  benefits  if  the  producer  has  a certificate 
of  compliance.  A certificate  of  ccmplaince , issued  jointly  by  Alberta 
Agriculture  and  Alberta  Environment,  indicates  the  livestock  producer 
is  complying  with  all  siting  (MDS)  and  manure  handling  guidelines  out- 
lined in  the  "Confinment  Livestock  Facilities  Waste  Management  Code  of 
Practice" . 


(d)  other  - this  column  lists  other  agricultural  activities 
which  are  permitted  or  discretionary  within  a district.  Such  activities 
include  greenhouses,  horse  stables,  tree  farms,  and  market  gardens. 


(4)  comments  - additional  conments  that  give  a better  understand- 
ing of  the  rules  and  regulations  within  a district. 


Abbreviations : 

-GMP-  general  municipal  plan 
-LUB-  land  use  bylaw 
-MDS-  minimum  distance  separation 
-NS-  not  specified  in  general  municipal 
plan  or  land  use  bylaw 
-CR-  country  residential 
-ag.-  agriculture 

-C.  of  C . - Certificate  of  Compliance 
-P-  permitted  use  within  a district 
-D-  discretionary  use  within  a district 
-X-  use  not  permitted  within  a district 
-FA-farmland  assessment  rating 
-CL I -Canada  Land  Inventory  rating 
-dev.-  developed  parcel 
-undev . - undeveloped  parcel. 
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Table  2 continued  COUNTY  OF  WETAS] 


COMMENTS 

Large  residential 
acreage  lots  are 
permitted.  Min.  size 
40  ac  on  poor  ag.  land 

AXIAIIDV 

OTHER 

! INTENSIVE 
LIVESTOCK 

COMMENTS 

P if  operator 
has  C.  of  C. 
otherwise  D 
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MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 
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INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

provide  land  for  industry  in 
locations  which  can  be  serviced 
efficiently  and  which  will  not 
conflict  with  ag.  or  CR 

limited  number  of  cottages  in 
areas  which  have  recreational 
value  but  which  cannot  tolerate 
a higher  intensity. 

high  quality  lakeshore  camp- 
grounds and  day-use  facilities 

relieve  development  pressure  and 
over  use  of  lakeshores  by  providing 
suitable  land  for  upland  recreation 

encourage  development  which  will 
maintain  max.  tree  cover 

UJ 

(— 

Industrial 

Low  Density 
Cottage 

I nsti tutional 
& Commercial 
Campground 

Upland 

Recreation 

Watershed 

Protection 

o 

Table  1 - General  Regulations 


Table  2 continued 


I 

I 


b 


COMMENTS 

permitted  and  discre- 
tionary uses  shall  be 
those  outlined  in  the 
abutting  district 
classification 

CR  development  on 
existing  parcels  only 

ACTIVITY 

[ OTHER 

INTENSIVE 

LIVESTOCK 

COMMENTS 

X 

X 

X 

X 

MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

1 MAX. PARCEL 
1 SIZE  (AC.) 

3 

10 

3 

10 

NS 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

No.  a g. 

pursuits-1 

Ag. 

pursuits-3 

No.  ag. 
pursuits-1 

Ag- 

pursuits-3 

m 

Q 

X 

Cm 

Cm 

AGRICULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

160 

160 

NS 

NS 

Cm 

a 

Q 

INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

control  development  in  the  vicinity 
of  roadways 

control  development  in  the  vicinity 
of  secondary  roads 

limit  development  around 
incorporated  towns  and  villages 

regulate  the  development  of 
country  residences 

control  the  standards  of 
development  for  summer  resort 
uses  in  approved  locations 

TYPE 

Highway 

Development 

1 

Secondary 

Road 



Controlled 

Urban 

Development 

Country 

Residential 

to 

Summer 

Resort 

i 


! 


YEAR  OF  YEAR  OF  LUB  DEFINITION-BETTER  FIRST  PARCEL  OUT M.D.S.  RESTRICTIONS 


1-5 

W 

CJ  u 
CM 

w 

M 


& 


G u 
3 41 
cr1  w 


<U  X 4-)  4) 

G G -H  X O 

O CM  3 <0  CM 


« 

4J  O 
X f-) 


o 

o 

m oo 

G 


m oo 
oo  I 
cr\  r- 


■O  /"V 

00  oo 

ON  CnI 


o 

CO  H 
Z CO 


£ 

« 

X /-N 

H 

w • 

> 

| 

C_)  O 

ex  < 

H 

o 

< M 

U 

C_J 

CM 

< 

• w 

X N 

Em 

X 

S 00 

X • 
W CJ 
CJ  < 

CM  W 

CN3 

00 


<U 

O G 
CNI  o 


O G 
• C 


4J  T5 
G G 
O <0 


4)  G 

u o 

C -H 


rM  U 

<0  4J 
XI  W 


73 

G 

<0 

X rM 
HI 

X • 
00  u 

4)  -H  -H 
X X X 
00 

tx  O G 

eg  o 

s >> 

73  X 
K O M 
CJ  X rM 
X -H 

Set 

3 4)  G 

s au 


0)  CM 

w eg 
4)  c 
x -H 
CM 

E 

.r  O 
W X 
4)  4m  X 
w G 

3 w 4J 
73  E 
• a cm 
oo  g o 

eg  rM  rM 

.1  4J 

G • > 

O oo  4) 

C ID  3 


a 

73  4)  X 

g e «i 

g Cm  x 

o o 

. rM  O 

oo  qj  cm 
g > 

<D  G 

a "o  o 

41 

41  >>*3 
S MM  4; 
X -H  X 
4J  X X 
X C -H 

4J  E 
W 73  X 
X -H  4J 
O CM 


3 >>  W 
G 73 

• E G 

00  G 
G X rM 

1 u 

G -H  . 
O X oo 
o is  g 


73 


YEAR  OF  YEAR  OF  LUB  DEFINITION-BETTER  FIRST  PARCEL  OUT  M.D.S.  RESTRICTIONS 
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Table  2 continued  COUNTY  OF  RED  DEER  NO.  23 


COMMENTS 

AIIAI13V 

OTHER 

INTENSIVE 

LIVESTOCK 

COMMENTS 

X 

X 

X 

t MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

CM 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

- 

cu 

X 

X 

AGRICULTURE 

I MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

NS 

X 

X 

Q 

| 

! INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

j single  family  seasonal  residence 

j" 

[ . .. 

TYPE 

Seasona 1 
Residence 

Recreation 

Facility 

Institutional  1 

Table  1 - General  Regulations 
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Table  2 continued  COUNTY  OF  VERMILION  RIVER  NO.  24 


COMMENTS 

ACTIVITY 

OTHER  | 

1 INTENSIVE 
LIVESTOCK 

COMMENTS 

X 

Q 

MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

X 

X 

AGRICULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

160 

160 

CL, 

CL, 

INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

limit  development  within  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  City 
of  Lloydminster 

allow  for  the  rural  development  of 
the  area  identified  under  the 
"Lloydminster  Fringe  Area  policies" 

TYPE 

Lloydminster 
Vicinity 
Development  A! 

Lloydminster 
Vicinity 
Development  A2 

Table  1 - General  Regulations 
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YEAR  OF  YEAR  OF  LUB  DEFINITION-BETTER  FIRST  PARCEL  OUT  M.D.S.  RESTRICTIONS 

GMP  OR  ORDER  AGRICULTURAL  LANDS  TW1  I MIN.  PARCEL  MAX.  PARCEL  INTENSIVE  LIVESTOCK  1 COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

SIZE  (AC.)  SIZE  (AC.) 

1983  1984  CLI  1-3  Option  undev.  - 1 3 yes  yes 

(#920-84)  dev.  - 1 5 
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COMMENTS 

permitted  and  discre- 
tionary shall  be 
those  outlined  in  the 
abutting  district 
classification 

CR  development  on 
existing  parcels  only 

permitted  and  discre- 
tionary uses  as  set  out 
in  individual  plans.  If 
no  guidelines  in 
plans  for  ag.  then  min. 
area  is  160  ac. 

A1IAI13V 

OTHER 

INTENSIVE 

LIVESTOCK 

i 1 

COMMENTS 

- 

o 

Q 

X 

X 

MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 
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(up  to  10 
if  needed 
for  building) 
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SIZE  (AC.) 

no  ag. 
pursuits- . 5 

ag- 

pursuits-3 

no  ag. 
pursuits-  .5 
ag- 

pursuits-3 

m 

Q 

Q 

X 

CL 

AGRICULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

O 

oo 

08 

80 

CL 

CL 

CL 

X 

INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

permit  activities  associated  with 
primary  production;  preserve  ag. 
land  from  inappropriate  development 

control  development  in  the 
vicinity  of  highways 

control  development  in  the 
vicinity  of  secondary  roads 

limit  development  around 
incorporated  towns  and  villages 

provide  a means  to  achieve  the 
local  planning  objectives  of 
Lac  La  Nonne,  Nakamun  Lake, 
Sandy  Lake  and  Lac.  Ste.  Anne. 

TYPE 

Agricultural 

nA 



Highway 

Development 

Secondary  j 

Road 

Controlled 

Urban 

Development 

1 

Multi-Parcel 

Country 

Residendial 

i 

Statutory 

Plan 

COMMENTS 

A1IAI13V 

OTHER 

D-small  scale 
ag.  operations 
(hobby  farm) 

INTENSIVE 

LIVESTOCK 

COMMENTS 

a 

X 

NS 

X 

X 

X 

NS 

MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

max.  24 

parcels/ 

quarter 

NS 

(Z3 

SC 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

CM 

CM 

CM 

X 

X 

X 

CL, 

CL, 

Cl, 

X 

AGRICULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

091 

091 

NS 

NS 

NS 

Cl, 

Cl, 

cl 

X 

X 

Q 

CL 

INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

ua 

Cl 

*“96 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Highway 

Airport 

Agricultural 

Country 
Residential  A 

Country 
Residential  B 

Resort 

Rural 

Industrial 

Table  1 - General  Regulations 
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Table  2 continued 


99 


03 


w • 
o u 

< 


OS  tO 

1*3  Q 

UJ  -3 
CO 

M rt3 

z < 

° e 

6— 1 8— 1 
77  _3 

Z 3 
i-t  O 
U«  hh 
W 00 
Q O 
< 


S3 

>-9  QC 
M 

Sg 

O 

<!  os 

o 


° Oh 

3S 


a*  w 

S’! 


<§• 


\C  — I 

oo  i 
On  m 


O 0- 
Z 2E 

o 


w « 

Ss 

to  6-i 
Z to 


W O 

i5 

Ou  W 
• CsJ 

3 CO 


hJ  /-n 
E*3  • 

c_>  u 

z < 


O 

sO  1 
<—  73 
• D 
73  7-> 

C 73 
73  OOO 


73  UJ 
41  (LI 

IS 

•H  C 
ai 

0)  o 


oo  c o 

41  O -rt 

V7  C > 


73  i 

3 -H  fi 

17  1-1  o 

aj  i tj  -h 
*J  UJ  4-> 
m « ro  -ft  3 
3 • 73  .O 


O 

vO  I 
— 73 
t CU 
73 

C fO 

«j  ooo 

H 'rt  (O 
>*  W 

73  -rt 


3 73 
O 

■a  o aj 

<L>  00  -fi 


o oo 

a 

C 4l 
O u 


a,  -h  hj 

s 

U CJ  £ 
7 UJ  u 

a 

•rt  73  • 

t-l  C 00 


a s 

<u 

a i7 
D.  O 
O 

O 
41  3 
> *J 
41 

73  47 

o 

41 

J3  4->  V7 

a aj 

41  *-> 
41  B 17 

a m 

o 3 

i-l  cr 

3 41 
QO  > lx 
41  41  41 
ft 


C -H 
ui 
O 41 
CJ  OS 


rt>  TO 

a e 

4>  UJ 

B 

a. 

O UJ 
rrt  41 
41  <J 
> C 
41  41 
73  73 


41 

-7  B 
<a  a. 
c o 

rrt  O 77 

3 UJ  41 

00  73  > 

01  41  Ou 

4 UJ  75 


3 *J 
U C 
41 

41  S 
7-1  CL 
«3  O 

3 41 
00  > 
4)  41 

4 73 


>* 
--7  J3 
(0 

•H  73 
U 41 


i §. 

O 41 

U 17  U 

>>  UJ  rrt 
73  4)  -O 
3 UJ  3 
3 3ft 
00 

•H  73  00 

x:  c c 


O UJ  -7 
>77  41  41 
•-7  > 
41  7-1  7) 

73  H 17 

•rt  > TJ 
> ‘>7 
O tJ  41 
U U JS 

ft  73  tJ 


100 


Table  1 - General  Regulations 
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The  M.D.  of  Pincher  Creek  No.  9 is  not  included 
due  to  the  absence  of  statutory  documents 
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•H 
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<N 

(L> 

X) 


COMMENTS 

ACTIVITY 

| OTHER 

1 

w x 

> w 
o 

in  H 
SS  CO 

|fiS 

COMMENTS 

KH  Ij 

Q 

X 

Q 

X 

X 

X 

MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

© 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

- 

X 

X 

X 

Cm 

X 

X 

AGRICULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

dryland- 

160 

irrigated- 

80 

dryland- 

160 

irrigated- 

80 

a < 

Cm 

X 

X 

X 

X 

INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

— 

better  ag.  land  is  protected  from 
fragmentation  and  conserved  for 
extensive  ag  use;  accommodate 
intensive  ag.  and  suitable  isolated 
non-ag.  uses 

management  of  land  uses  within 
^ mile  of  urban  boundaries; 
protect  better  ag.  land  from 
fragmentation 

accommodate  resource  extractive, 
ag.  related  and  urban  incompatible 
industrial  developments  within 
multi-lot  districts 

accommodate  clustered  CR  develop- 
ment within  multi-lot  districts 

provide  services  essential  to  the 
motoring  public 

accommodate  private  consnercial 
recreation  developments 

TYPE 

Rural 

Agricultural 

Rural 

Urban 

Fringe 

Grouped 

Rural 

Industrial 

Grouped 

Country 

Residential 

Rural 

Highway 

Commercial 

Private 

Consnercial 

Recreation 

Table  1 - General  Regulations 
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Table  1 - General  Regulations 
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this  district  applies 
only  to  quarters  which 
have  been  subdivided  or 
are  in  the  course  of 
being  subdivided  into 
20' s.  Resubdivision  of 
20' s will  be  allowed  on 
better  ag.  lands 
(Regional  plan 
amendment  or  relaxation 
will  be  required) 
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Table  2 continued  M.D.  OF  FOOTHILLS  NO.  31 
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COMMENTS 

farmstead  seperation 
min.  parcel  size  3.7  ac 
max.  parcel  size  15  ac. 

ACTIVITY 

OTHER 

INTENSIVE 

LIVESTOCK 

COMMENTS 

not  incl. 
swine  or 
poultry 

not  incl. 
swine  or 
poultry 

a 

Q 

X 

Q 

a 

X 

X 

X 

X 

MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

max.  7 

parcels/ 

quarter 

max.  15 

parcels/ 

quarter 

max.  48 

single 

family 

dwellings/ 

quarter 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 
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small  parcels  for  CR  development 
in  low  and  medium  density  districts 

small  parcels  for  CR  development 
in  medium  density  districts 

small  parcels  for  CR  development 
in  conjunction  with  a country- 
recreational  center 

subdivision  of  one  lot  containing 
the  original  farm  residence 

protection  of  the  airport  from 
encroachment  of  uses  that  may 
have  an  effect  on  the  operational 
safety  of  the  airport 

wide  range  of  industrial  uses 

commercial  development  which 
provides  essential  services  to 
residents 

development  of  a range  of  public 
services  and  public  and  quasi- 
public uses 

provide  a limited  range  of 
essential  services  adjacent  to 
highway  to  serve  the  motoring 
public 

TYPE 

Country 

Residential 

8 

Country 

Residential 

16 

Country 

Recreational 

Residential 

49 

Farmstead 

Airport 

Rural 

Industrial 

Local 

Rural 

Commercial 

Public  and 
Quasi  Public 

Highway 

Commercial 
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The  M.D.  of  Acadia  Valley  No.  34  is  not  included 
due  to  the  absence  of  statutory  documents 
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COMMENTS 

minor  ag.  pursuits 
permitted 

minor  ag.  pursuits 
not  permitted 

permitted  and  discre- 
tionary uses  shall  be 
those  uses  specified  in 
the  Area  Structure  Plan 
or  Area  Redevelopment 
Plan 

permitted  and  discre- 
tionary uses  shall  be 
those  uses  specified 
in  the  Sandy  Lake  Area 
Structure  Plan 

A1IAI1DV 

OTHER 

D-comtaercial 
greenhouse,  other 
ag.  uses  which 
are  unlikely  to 
have  restrictive 
effects  upon  the 
district 

INTENSIVE 

LIVESTOCK 
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X 

X 

X 
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MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

max.  40 

parcels/ 

quarter 
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m 

(X 
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X 
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p\GR  I CULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 
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X 
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provide  the  development  officer 
with  direct  control  over  the  use 
and  design  of  development  in  those 
areas  identified  within  the 
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TYPE 
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Residential 
CR  1 

Country 
Res idential 
CR  2 
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Institutional 

Agricultural 

Industrial 

Potential  Heavy 
Industrial 
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Industrial 
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General 

Industrial 
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Control 

Sandy  Lake 
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Table  1 - General  Regulations 
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The  M.D.  of  Clearwater  No.  99  is  not  included 
due  to  the  absence  of  statutory  documents 
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YEAR  OF  YEAR  OF  LUB  DEFINITION-BETTER  | FIRST  PARCEL  OUT M.D.S.  RESTRICTIONS 
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COMMENTS 

HH  >-l 

X 
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X 
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►J 
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i— i 
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CO 

g 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

ACTIVITY 

1 

o 

E— 1 
t-J 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 
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X 

X 

X 
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Q-  w 

E— 1 
nJ 
ZD 
CJ 
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SIZE 
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X 

INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

allow  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
trailer  camp  manufacturing  plant 
and  truck  related  storage 
facilities  and  auxiliary  uses 

TYPE 

Highway 

Development 

Rural 

Industrial 

Direct 

Control 

Crown  Land 
Management 
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COMMENTS 

Discretionary  uses  are 
those  uses  listed  under 
the  permitted  and 
discretionary  uses  in 
any  ag.  district,  CR 
district  or  hamlet 
district 

ACTIVITY 
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5;  min. 
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Industrial 
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Table  2 continued  I.D 


COMMENTS 

OTHER 

AIIAII3V 

INTENSIVE 

LIVESTOCK 

COMMENTS 

X 

X 

X 

X 

MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

X 

X 

X 

X 

AGRICULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

160 
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Q 

a 
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X 

j 

; INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

provide  land  suitable  for  general 
recreational  purposes  in  the  Bow 
Valley  corridor  and  south  to 
, Kananaskis  park 

; 

provide  for  recreational  activities 
compatible  with  the  surrounding 
ranching  area 

provide  a limited  range  of 
essential  services  adjacent  to  a 
highway  to  serve  the  traveling 
pubic 

to  allow  for  a restricted  range  of 
commercial  activities  at  the  Three 
Sisters  subdivision 

TYPE 

Special 

Recreation 

Ranchlands 

Recreation 

Highway 

Commercial 

Three  Sisters 
Subdivision 
Tourist- 
Commercial 
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year  of  year  of  lub  definition-better  first  parcel  out  m.d.s.  restrictions 

GMP  OR  ORDER  AGRICULTURAL  LANDS  TYPE  MIN.  PARCEL  MAX.  PARCEL  INTENSIVE  LIVESTOCK  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

SIZE  (AC.)  SIZE  (AC.) 

No  1981  NS  Option  NS  NS  no  no 

GMP  (order  // 1) 
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COMMENTS 

Min.  parcel  size  for 
CR  is  10  or  AO  ac. 
depending  on  location 

A1IAI10V 

OTHER 

INTENSIVE 

LIVESTOCK 

COMMENTS 

! 
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X 

X 
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X 

r MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

<r> 

o 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

Cl 

see 

comments 
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Cl, 

CL, 
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X 

AGRICULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 
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X 

INTENT  OR  FURPOSE 

regulate  the  development  of  multi- 
lot CR  development;  no  ag. 
pursuits 

regulate  the  development  of  multi- 
lot CR  development;  minor  ag. 
pursuits 

regulate  the  development  of  small 
holding  ag.  uses 

development  of  industries  which 
require  large  tracts  of  land  and 
are  not  appropriate  for  development 
within  an  urban  area 

control  development  in  the 
vicinity  of  primary  or  secondary 
highways 
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Table  1 - General  Regulations 


-X 

41 

4- 

c 

CO 

Cl 

c 

c 

i~3 

< 

41 

10 

E 

J £ 

41 

4-1 

41 

U 

41 

CO 

CC 

41 

U 

3 

a 

c 

CO 

mJ 

N 

C 

O 

u 

CO 

C 

•H 

4) 

•H 

10 

CO 

<n 

03 

Cl 

03 

cc 

ca 

Cc, 

41 

3 

41 

ex 

41 

a 

4-1 

U 

CO 

4-1 

N 

41 

4-> 

o 

4) 

X 

C 

l-3 

e 

41 

•H 

U 

fcd 

3 

u 

10 

u 

CO 

41 

Cl 

03 

Cl 

C 

u 

E 

CO 

a 

u 

3 

10 

4-1 

CO 

CO 

4) 

4-1 

pH 

04 

w 

04 

«“3 

4—1 

i-9 

00 

u 

41 

U 

os 

C5 

9 

u 

10 

CO 

u 

41 

Ci 

41 

e 

Ci 

Ci 

X 

41 

c 

10 

N 

a 

CO 

4-1 

CO 

10 

o 

U 

•H 

-H 

C- 

4-1 

s: 

03 

Cl, 

a 

< 

s 

c-1 

03 

t-5  • 

W U 

u < 

CC  W 


oo 


w • 
o o 
< 


E— ' 

i /.n 


c 

a <u 

d • E 
h do  a, 
S po  o 


41  41 

l l 

<D  -O 


41  4) 
Cl  4-> 
(X  <0 


*j  u a, 

-I  3 TO 

>■3  3 

T-l  O -H 


a E 

o 


41 
41  C 
3 
43  d 


41  C 
JZ  03 
4-J  43 


4->  03  <0 


at  -a 

4-1  C 
«J  CO 


a s 

41  T> 

§ T5  CO 

a a 

O <0  41 

41  4J  43 
>1-  -H 
4)  41  4h  i— ( 
*3  -C  O co 

4-i  a. 

11  O £ 'rt 


a * -h 

4-1  O C 

C -h  U 3 

41  S 00  B 


0 3 


c a 

CO 

J3  Cl, 
X 
fcd 


I 

1 

I 

1 

1 


YEAR  OF  ; YEAR  OF  LUB  j DEFINITION-BETTER  FIRST  PARCEL  OUT M.D.S.  RESTRICTIONS 


-•  > 

Q J 

W "O 

u * a -h 

43  4-3  O 3 41 

> JS  *-H  U 

•h  cio  p— t qj  u 

C 


33  os 


u u c 

43  O 19 

ja  o 

£ 3 Lj  CL 

O 13)  IQ 

W 3 3 C 00 

O a<  <+-4  3 (TO  m 


W 

u 


M 

Q 


COMMENTS 

A1IAIXDV 

OTHER 

INTENSIVE 

LIVESTOCK 

COMMENTS 

max.  parcel 
size  40  ac. 

a 

X 

X 

X 

X 

COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

5 max.  5 

parcels/ 

quarter 

10  max.  5 

parcels/ 

quarter 

5 max.  5 

parcels/ 

quarter 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

- 

m 

X 

X 

Cl, 

Cl, 

Cl, 

AGRICULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

160 

160 

CL, 

Cm 

X 

X 

X 

INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

conservation  of  extensive  areas  of 
land  for  a wide  range  of  ag.  uses 

control  development  around  urban 
centres  to  those  uses  which 
require  a larger  parcel 

regulate  the  development  of  CR; 
no  ag.  pursuits 

regulate  the  development  of  CR; 
minor  ag.  pursuits 

regulate  the  development  of  CR 
adjacent  to  lakes  in  the  I.D.; 
no  ag.  pursuits 

TYPE 

Agricultural  ! 
A1 

Agricultural  J 

Country 
Residential 
CR  1 

Country 
Residential 
CR  2 

Country 
Residential 
CR  3 

ACTIVITY 


cj 
--  O 
on  ' 
uo 
w ^ 

i-i 


hJ 

W CJ 

o < 


w 

CJ  u 

< 


w 

00 

C T5 
01 
T3  W 
^ 0) 
■H  T5 
3 -H 
JD  W 


"V  T3 

a *h 

ID  *H 


ID 

a 

•o  J= 

u 


u 


0 

— I C 3 

01  01 

> J 3 

oj  x a 

T3  Ol  ID 


s 

OJ 

w 

3 

•V 

e 

<D 

r-l  ID 
Ol 

OJ  I- 
*J  (D 
ID 

-I  C 
3 0) 
OO  01 
OJ  V- 
u CJ 


i*  a 

ID  O 
S H 
-C  01 

oo  > 

•H  0) 

x a 


I-I  w 
ID  3 
U TJ 
3 C 
ec  i_i 


143 


YEAR  OF  YEAR  OF  LUB  DEFINITION-BETTER  FIRST  PARCEL  OUT  M.D.S.  RESTRICTIONS 

GMP  OR  ORDER  AGRICULTURAL  LANDS  TYPE  MIN.  PARCEL  MAX.  PARCEL  INTENSIVE  LIVESTOCK  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

SIZE  (AC.)  SIZE  (AC.) 

1985  1981  CLI  1-4  or  a FA  rating  Universal  NS  NS  no  no 

of  28%  or  greater  Right 


w 5* 
> u 
— o 

00  E- 
2 00 

££ 


•-3  • 

w u 

<_>  < 


u • 

o u 

OS  < 


r:  wb 


3 

0J  X3 

> 

W CO 

c c 

(LI  O 


c 

Ol  O 

e > w 

Ou-H  0) 

0 V)  w 

— ( C 3 

01  0) 

> *-»  X> 
Oi  X c 
O OJ  <0 


u u 
3 0) 
OS  OS 


3 Oi 
00  <L 
0)  W 
Lj  O 


145 


U3 

u • 
cx,  w 


i-3  ^ 
W • 

u o 

32 

a> 

w 

• M 


OS  W3 
UJ  p 

H 5 

u 3 


p p 
Z P 
1-1  C_> 


o 2 
o 
os 

< DC 

g O 


>, 

P 00 

p a 
c P 
a;  . >->  i 


p to  o 
3 P 
U X TO 


5 3 


P • 

w u 
u < 


P — N 
U3  • 
U U 

OC  < 


V)  (Ll 
TO  OC 
QJ  C 


s 5 

OJ  TO 


TO  <3J 


U U 3 
M E 
C P • 
O P 00 

u a,  to 


w 


C 3 
OJ 

E OJ 
CL,  M P 

o o oj 
p x:  o 

L D L 
> TO 

oj  o a 

X P 

p 

P W OJ 

O 01  w 


P P P 


P P TO 


a c p 

O (Ll 
U U TO 


a 

01  X 
B C 


0 

P W 0) 
11  P H 
> P TO 

01  3 P 
x w o 

P p 
0)  3 W 

a ex 


3 0 3 

oo  a x 

0J  P C 
p G P 


>>  c 
1-1  0) 
P *3 


a,  p 

0 -h 

P 3 0) 
4J  (0  00 
> P TO 

01  3 P 
3 a o 


01  P P 
POP 

to  a p 


00  X 

01  o c 
p a p 


TO 

P 


X P 0) 
TO  OJ  P 

e u p 

P TO 
••>  TO  3 
irt  OC 


p oo 

3 TO 
00 

01  o 
P c 


ETS 

P T3 

a 'H  n 

3 W 
0 0 3 

U 3 OJ 


P £ 


0)  X) 

u e 
to  o 

■<->  u 

X)  OJ 


P XI 

a c 

OJ  TO 

E 

a w 
o t* 


OJ  » 
> U3 
OJ  oo 
X P 


3 E X 

00  P TO 

01  P O 

p a,  p 


a 

OJ 

E 

>>  cx 

TO  O 
» p 
J3  OJ 
00  > 
H 01 

s a 


I 


I 


P OJ  01 
3 X p 
XI  P TO 


P 01 
W P 
3 TO 
X 

c x: 

p u 


0)  .3  0) 
pjp 
TO  TO 
*3  W P 
O OJ  p 

fw  ex 
3 O 
O P 
u x ex 
u c cx 


TO  3 
P X) 
3 C 
OS  p 


146 


COMMENTS 

ACTIVITY 

os 

£ 

H 

O 

INTENSIVE 

LIVESTOCK 

! COMMENTS 

X 

a 

*4 

< 

H 

SS 

w 

a 

LO 

£ 

MAX. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

os 

H 

§ 

o 

u 

h4 

£ 

MIN. PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

X 

X 

AGRICULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

to 

35 

X 

Qu 

INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

development  of  intensive  and 
extensive  recreational 
facilties  and  uses 

regulate  land  use  within  the 
green  area 

TYPE 

Rural 

Recreational 

Public  Lands 
Management 

Table  1 - General  Regulations 


w • 
u u 
oc  < 


S3 

lJ  QC 

u 


< DC 

£° 


3g 

e 


U *J 
"0  0—1 
c a n 

«j  »<  o » 
<r  c 

T3  O t-t 
<b  ^ C hJ 
O o 
<3 

> Ul  U I 
•H  C <LI 
*J  'H  *M3 
rH  *J  4J  C 
3 «3  4)  rj 
(J  U J3 


O O, 

a;  ac 
o 


(A 

4J 

Cl 


(N 

01 


COMMENTS 

■ 

1 

i 

1 

ACTIVITY 

pc 

b 

1 

1 

intensive; 

| LIVESTOCK 

COMMENTS 

i 

Q 

Q 

X 

|X 

X 

X 

X 

MULTI  COUNTRY  RESIDENTIAL 

MAX. PARCEL  | 

SIZE  (AC.) 

o 

© 

m 

m 

NS 

f MIN. PARCEL 
1 SIZE  (AC.) 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

in 

X 

X 

04 

04 

04 

Cl, 

0-, 

AGRICULTURE 

MIN.  PARCEL 
SIZE  (AC.) 

091 

160 

04 

04 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

INTENT  OR  PURPOSE 

conservation  of  extensive  areas  of 
prime  ag.  land  for  a wide  range  of 

ag.  uses 

' 

control  development  around  urban 
centres  to  those  uses  which 
require  a larger  parcel 

regulate  the  development  of  CR; 
minor  ag.  pursuits  and  industrial 
storage 

same  as  CR  1 district 

regulate  the  development  of  CR;  no 
minor  ag.  pursuits  or  industrial 
storage 

same  as  CR  3 district 

regulate  the  development  of  CR;  no 
ag.  pursuits 

uj 

o, 

>- 

t7.« 

Agricultural 

A1 

Agricultural 

A2 

Country 
Residential 
CR  1 

Country 
Residential 
CR  2 

Country 
Residential 
CR  3 

Country 
Residential 
CR  4 

Country 
Residential 
CR  5 

<_> 
C30  H 

z co 


W O 

u < 

cu  W 

• N 
< CO 


w • 

u u 

cu 

• w 

Z N3 

£ £ 


C 03 
0)  T3 
C3  TO 
TO  O 


TO  >. 
Ui 

U TO 
C TJ 
03  C 
E O 
a u 

O 0) 
-I  03 
03 

> T3 
03  e 


►.  a 

TO  O 
> 

£ 0> 

oc  > 

H 03 
X Q 


01 

U TO 
03  03 


•o  1»  'H 
O 03  U 
g 03  a 
B =3  o 
o w 
uti  a 

° TO  ^ 


-I  03 
TO  3 H 
t-i  -O 


03 

T5 

3 oo 


a e 

o u 

H 43  TO 
03  00  W 
> U 4J 
03  TO  X 
3 H 03 


TO  3 CM 
U TD 

3 c as 

khS 


•o 

a -h 

C3 


TO 

a 

03  o 


a 

03  03 
E > 03 
D.-H  03 
O 03  03 
C 3 
03  03 
> *J  3 

03  x a 

•O  0)  TO 


u u 
3 0) 
05  05 


c 

01 

00  03 
03  U 
00 


T3 

e <u 
to  a 

' 03 


149 


■ 


ACTIVITY 


£g 

00  H 
2 00 


co 


Ou 

• w 
2 M 


« OJ 
H U 
U ^ 

QJ  3 

a o 

WWW 

ej  oj 

OJ  U -H 
4J  u 
H T3  *J 

co  c co 
CO  3 
40  T3 

o m e 


at;  s 


0 3 0 
> C 4.1 
O fl  X 

■o  e aj 


>-<  co 
re  3 
o 3 N 


C 

QJ  OJ 

e > co 

tt'O  41 
O CO  CO 
i-H  C 3 
QJ  OJ 
> 4J  3 
OJ  X C 

■o  oj  re 


u u 
3 <0 
2 X 


151 


OO 

<u 

os 


w • 

o o 

CL, 

w 

• N 
55  t-l 
HH  C/5 


3 

t-5  OS 
W 

feg 

o 

£° 


Oh 

o 

PH 

S3 


T3 

0) 

U 4-1  QJ 

O 3 U 
JO  X 
<U 


C OS 

3 


>.  • 
I— I u 
JO  <0 
flj 

U CO 

<u 

>4-i  a 

41  (TJ 

Lh  J3 
Oh  *J 


U JmS 
> O 
KH  O 


«3  O 
_£kJS_ 


t-5 

W U 

CJ  < 


(-5 

Cd 

O U 

< 


3 


■ 

■ 

■ 


I 

I 

I 

H 

V 

B 


152 


REFERENCES 


Alberta  Agriculture.  1984.  Alberta  Agriculture:  Response  to  Environment 

Council  of  Alberta  Questions  Arising  from  Public  Hearings  into 
Maintaining  and  Expanding  the  Agricultural  Land  Base  in  Alberta. 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Edmonton. 


Alberta  Agriculture  (Statistics  Branch) . 1987.  1986  Alberta  Census  of 

Agriculture . Alberta  Agriculture,  Edmonton. 


Alberta  Energy  and  Natural  Resources.  1983.  Soil  Capability  for 

Agriculture  - A Summary  and  Application  of  Canada  Land  Inventory 
Data  in  Alberta.  ENR  No.  T/45,  Edmonton. 


Alberta  Municipal  Affairs,  n.d.  A Guide  to  Land  Use  Planning  in  Alberta. 
Alberta  Municipal  Affairs,  Edmonton. 


Alberta  Planning  Board.  1982.  Framework  for  Application  of  Regional 
Plan  Guidelines.  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs,  Edmonton. 


Alberta  Planning  Board.  1983.  Agricultural  Land:  The  Role  of  the 

Alberta  Planning  Board.  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs,  Edmonton. 


Hursin,  Tamara.  1987.  Agricultural  Smallholdings  Study:  Land  Use 

Implications . Alberta  Agriculture,  Resource  Planning  Division, 
Edmonton . 


Wehrhahn,  R.  1987.  Agricultural  Land  Base  Monitoring  Study  (1982-1985) . 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Resource  Planning  Division,  Edmonton. 


153 


■ 

p 

p 

i 

p 

p 

p 

R 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

R 

R 

R 

P 

B 


